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‘Avril 9, 1945 
CONTROL OF GRASS AND WEEDS NECESSARY POR HIGH PEANUT YIELDS 


(This is the sixth in a series of "Grow More Peanuts ver Acre" 
suggested press releases for joint use by State and county AAA and 
Extension workers.) : 


Peanut growers who, obtain large yields —- 1,800 to 2,000 oounds per 

acre or even more ——- never have weedy, grassy fields at harvest 

time, according to (Chairman of the AAA County Committee). 
i (Vounty Agent) 

Peanuts just can't compete with grass and weeds and vroduce a heavy 

Crap, P50) 


To assure a good crop of peanuts, he said, grass and weeds needa to 
he controlled by thorough cultivation from the very start. A good 
crop is more urgently needed this year than ever before. Military 
and civilian demands are expected to be the heaviest of the war. 
The goal of 2,260,000 acres Oicked and threshed is only 1 percent 
above last year's harvested acreage and is about the Largest 
practicayle. Every acre of peanuts must procuce the biggest possi-— 
ble crop if needs are to be met, 


With the current support prices the same as last vear's, Mr. 
said, every extra 100 pounds of shelled neanuts that a grower 
produces will put another $10 bill in his pocket, Agricultural 
authorities say that it is easily possible to  dodst the national 
average yield by 109 to 200 pounds per acre this year, and that 
much larger increases are possible on individual farms, 


Cultivation of peanuts really begins with selection and preparation 
of the soil, Mr. said. County farmers have been 
urged to use No, 1 shelled and treated peanut seed of knowm high 
germination, and to olant it carefully, with close spacings, in 
soil that has been thoroughly prepared, If they have done this, 
they will have gone a lone way toward obtaining uniform stands. 


Now is the time, Mr... added, to keep down grass and weeds and 
+o Haintain a mellow surface. This will help to catch and hold 
rainfall and to conserve moisture. It will also encourage easy 
Noege ing ih a 


as 


Cultivation, Mr. advised, should begin within a few days after 
the plants come up, and should continue until they cover most of 
the ground. He recommended freauent shallow cultivations. The 
surface should be stirred as soon as the soil is reasonably dry 
after a rain, and during dry weather it should he cultivated just 
often enough to keeo the weeds down. This cultivation will also 
conserve moisture, 


Use of a light spike tooth harrow for the early cultivations will 
save much hand hosing, Mr. said, The teeth should be set 
sloping back, and the harrow. dragged diagonally across the rows. 

A weeder, consisting of long spring teeth attached to a frame, can 
‘be used in the same way on lisht, sandy ground, It is better than 
the harrow because the operator can lift it over trash and obstruc— 
tions and it is less likelv to injure the plants, 


Peanuts can be cultivated across the rows during the early stages 
of growth, Mr. pointed out, only if the landis relatively 
free from trash and obstructions. ‘where practicable, it sharply 
cuts down the amount of hand work needed. It may be continued 
until the plants begin to "peg". 


As soon as "pegging" starts, Mr. added, aerogs—-the-row | 
cultivation must stop. From then‘on, the grower has to ciltivate 
between the rows with approved tools designed for shallow cultivation. 
The "pegs", he warned, should not be disturbed under any circumstances 
after they have begun to enter the ground. 


"'Wrecuent cultivation should be the watchword of farmers who aim to 
grow more peanuts ver_acre," Mr. declared, "There is no 
profit whatever in harvesting grass and weeds along with peanuts, 
Why should any farmer cut down the returns on his peanut crop by 
failing to control grass and weeds that have no place whatever in 
any peanut field?" 


a 


This material was prevared jointly by the Agricultural hdjustment . 
Agency; the Burcau of Plant Industry, Soils, and Agriculturel 
Ingineering; and the Extension Service for local use after joint 
approval by State AAA amd Extension workers, 


